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(b) Votes on the following questions shall be taken on the 
electronic voting system, and the resulting totals shall be recorded on the 
Journal: 

(1) Second reading of all public bills, all amendments to 
public bills offered after second reading, third reading if a 
public bill was amended after second reading, and all 
conference reports on public bills. 

(2) Any other question upon direction of the Presiding 
Officer or upon motion of any Senator supported by one-
fifth of the Senators present. 

(c) When the electronic voting system is used, the Presiding 
Officer shall fix and announce the time, not to exceed one minute, which shall 
be allowed for voting on the question before the Senate. The system shall be set 
to lock automatically and to record the vote when that time has expired. Once 
the system has locked and recorded a vote, the vote shall be printed by the 
system. 

(d) The voting station at each Senator's desk in the Chamber 
shall be used only by the Senator to whom the station is assigned. Under no 
circumstances shall any other person vote at a Senator's station. It is a breach of 
the ethical obligation of a Senator either to request that another vote at the 
requesting Senator's station or to vote at another Senator's station. The Presiding 
Officer shall enforce this rule without exception. 

(e) When the electronic voting system is used, the Presiding 
Officer shall state the question and shall then state substantially the following: 
"All in favor vote 'aye'; all opposed vote 'no'; _____ seconds will be allowed for 
voting on this question; the Clerk will record the vote." After the machine locks 
and records the vote, the Presiding Officer shall announce the vote and declare 
the result, and no member may vote thereafter. 

(f) One copy of the machine printout of the vote record shall 
be filed in the office of the Principal Clerk, and one copy shall be filed in the 
Legislative Library where it shall be open to public inspection. 

(g) When the Presiding Officer ascertains that the electronic 
voting system is inoperative before a vote is taken or while a vote is being taken 
on the electronic system, the Presiding Officer shall announce that fact to the 
Senate, and any partial electronic system voting record shall be voided. In such a 
case, if the Constitution of North Carolina or the Rules of the Senate require a 
call of the ayes and noes, the Clerk shall call the roll of the Senate, and the ayes 
and noes shall be taken manually and shall be recorded on the Journal. All other 
votes shall be taken as prescribed in Senate Rule 26. If, after a vote is taken on 
the electronic system, it is discovered that a malfunction caused an error in the 
electronic system printout, the Presiding Officer shall direct the Reading Clerk 
and the Principal Clerk to verify and correct the printout record and so advise 
the Senate. 

(h) For the purpose of identifying motions on which the vote 
is taken on the electronic system (the identification codes having no relation to 
the order of precedence of motions), the motions are coded as follows: 


